The National Endowment for
the Arts Announces FY 2018
Grants to Support the Arts 1in
Delaware

Three Delaware organizations will receive
$729,100 1in federal grants

Wilmington, Del. (May 15, 2018) — As the only funder in the
country to support arts activities in all 50 states and five
U.S. jurisdictions, the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)
announced that three Delaware organizations, including the
Division of the Arts, will receive $729,100 in federal grants.

“The variety and quality of these projects speaks to the
wealth of creativity and diversity in our country,” said NEA
Chairman Jane Chu. “From Atlanta, Georgia to Sparks, Nevada,
NEA funding reaches thousands of communities, assisting local
organizations and providing access to the arts to all.”

The Delaware Division of the Arts will receive a Partnership
(State & Regional) grant in the amount of $689,100 to support
activities associated with carrying out its NEA-approved State
strategic plan.

“Representing 17% of the Division’s budget, NEA funding 1is
critical in supporting arts programming that directly reaches
more than 30 communities throughout Delaware, serving more
than 1 million youth and adults annually,” says Paul
Weagraff, Director of the Delaware Division of the Arts.
“This investment 1in Delaware’s creative sector contributes
positively to vibrant communities, comprehensive educational
opportunities, and robust economic activity.”
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The Delaware Art Museum will receive an Art Works — Presenting
& Multidisciplinary Works grant in the amount of $25,000 to
support its Bridging Perspectives series of multidisciplinary
performances addressing the history of the Civil Rights
Movement and contemporary issues related to social justice and
equity.

“The NEA and Art Works grants support the arts and 1its
ability to change lives and impact communities,” says
Delaware Art Museum Executive Director and CEQO, Sam Sweet.
“Bridging Perspectives 1s a new 1initiative at the Museum
reflecting our vision to engage our community, promote
conversation, and foster understanding. We are so pleased
that this initiative has earned support that will enable the
Museum to better serve our community.”

The Grand Opera House will receive an Art Works — Presenting &
Multidisciplinary Works grant in the amount of $15,000 to
support its sensory-friendly family performances series which
welcomes children of all ages with autism or other sensory,
social or learning disabilities to experience live
entertainment.

“The Grand is proud to continue our new sensory friendly
programming thanks to this generous gift from the NEA. QOur
mission urges us to be accessible to all residents of the
Brandywine Valley, and this gift, our second NEA grant in two
years, allows us to further develop this valuable and much-
needed program, says Mark Fields, executive director of the
Grand Opera House.

The full NEA grant descriptions follow:

State and Regional Partnership Agreements

Through partnership agreements, the NEA translates national
leadership into local and regional benefit. States and U.S.
jurisdictions have their own arts agency that together receive




40 percent of the NEA’s grantmaking funds each year to support
their programs and leverage state funding. In addition to
these 55 agencies, six regional arts organizations are funded
to manage programs across state, national, and international
borders and across all arts disciplines.

Art Works II

Art Works is the NEA’'s largest category and focuses on funding
the creation of art that meets the highest standards of
excellence, public engagement with art, lifelong learning in
the arts, and strengthening of communities through the arts.

#H##

Contact: Leeann Wallett, Program Officer, Communications and
Marketing
302-577-8280, leeann.wallett@delaware.gov

About the National Endowment for the Arts

Established by Congress in 1965, the NEA is the independent
federal agency whose funding and support gives Americans the
opportunity to participate in the arts, exercise their
imaginations, and develop their creative capacities. Through
partnerships with state arts agencies, local leaders, other
federal agencies, and the philanthropic sector, the NEA
supports arts learning, affirms and celebrates America’s rich
and diverse cultural heritage, and extends its work to promote
equal access to the arts in every community across America.
For more information, visit www.arts.gov.

About the Delaware Division of the Arts

The Delaware Division of the Arts, a branch of the Delaware
Department of State, 1is dedicated to cultivating and
supporting the arts to enhance the quality of life for all
Delawareans. Together with its advisory body, the Delaware
State Arts Council, the Division administers grants and
programs that support arts programming, educate the public,
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increase awareness of the arts, and integrate the arts into
all facets of Delaware life. For more information about the
Delaware Division of the Arts, visit arts.delaware.gov or call
302-577-8278.
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